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National Food Security Mission
Operational Guidelines

1. Introduction

1.1 The National Development Council
(NDQ) in its 53 meeting held on 29" May,
2007 adopted a resolution to launch a Food
Security Mission comprising rice, wheat and
pulses to increase the production of rice by 10
million tons, wheat by 8 million tons and
pulses by 2 million tons by the end of the
Eleventh Plan (2011-12). Accordingly, a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme, 'National Food
Security Mission' (NFSM), has been launched
from 2007-08 to operationalise the above
mentioned resolution.

1.2 The National Food Security Mission
will have three components (i) National Food
Security Mission - Rice (NFSM-Rice); (ii)
National Food Security Mission - Wheat
(NFSM-Wheat); and (iii) National Food Security
Mission - Pulses (NFSM-Pulses).

2. Mission Objectives

2.1 Increasing production of rice, wheat
and pulses through area expansion and
productivity enhancement in a sustainable
manner in the identified districts of the

country;

2.2 Restoring soil fertility and productivity
at the individual farm level;

2.3 Creation of employment opportunities;
and

2.4 Enhancing farm level economy (i.e.
farm profits) to restore confidence amongst
the farmers.

3. Strategy

3.1 To achieve the above objectives, the

Mission would adopt following strategies:

i Implementation in a mission mode

approach through active
engagement of all the stakeholders

at various levels.

ii. Promotion and extension of
improved technologies i.e., seed,
Integrated Nutrient Management
(INM) including micronutrients, soil
amendments, Integrated Pest

Management (IPM) and resource

conservation technologies along

with capacity building of the farmers.

iii.  Flow of fund would be closely
that
interventions reach the target

monitored to ensure

beneficiaries on time.

iv.  Various interventions proposed
would be integrated with the district
plan and targets for each identified
district would be fixed.

V. Constant monitoring and concurrent
evaluation for assessing the impact
of the interventions for a result

oriented approach by the
implementing agencies.

4. Mission Structure

4A. National Level

4.1 A General Council (GC) will be

constituted under the chairmanship of the
Union Agriculture Minister. A Mission Director
will be appointed at the national level. The
composition of the GC will be as under:

(i)  Minister of Agriculture Chairman

(ii)  Secretary (A&C) Member
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(iii) Secretary (DARE) & Member
DG (ICAR)

(iv) Secretary, Ministry of Member
Finance

(v) Adviser (Agriculture), Member

Planning Commission
(vi) Agriculture Commissioner Member

(vii) Mission Director Member

Secretary

4.2 The GC will be the policy making
body providing suitable directives and
guidance to the Mission and reviewing the
overall progress and development of the
scheme. The GC will be empowered to lay
down and amend the operational guidelines,
decide need based reallocation of resources
across states and districts and approve projects
as per the requirements. However, the subsidy
norms as approved by the Government shall
in no circumstances be exceeded for any of
the Mission components. The GC will meet
at least twice a year.

4.3 A National Food Security Mission
(NFSMECQ)
constituted under the Chairmanship of

Executive Committee will be
Secretary, Department of Agriculture &
Cooperation to oversee the activities of the
Mission and to approve the State Action Plans.
The NFSMEC will comprise the following:

(i)  Secretary (A&C) Chairman
(i) Secretary (DARE) &

DG (ICAR) Member
(iii) Secretary, MOWR Member
(iv) Secretary, Department

of Fertilizers Member
(v) Adviser (Agriculture),

Planning Commission Member

(vi) Agriculture Commissioner Member

(vii) Five (5) experts on Member

crop production
(viii) Mission Director Member
Secretary

4.4 Function of the NFSMEC will be to
oversee the activities of the Mission and to
approve the individual State Action Plans. The
Chairman may nominate more members to
The
NFSMEC will meet once in every quarter.

the committee as per requirement.

4.5 A National Food Security Mission Cell
will be created in the Crops Division of DAC
by deploying officers/staff from within the
department. There would be three Additional
Commissioners one each for rice, wheat and
pulses and three Deputy Commissioners one
each for the respective crops. Two Assistant
Commissioners, Three Assistant Directors,
Three STAs and supporting staff will also be
placed in the Cell.

4B. State Level

4.6 A State Food Security Mission Executive
Committee (SFSMEC) will be constituted by
the State Governments under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary to oversee the activities of
the Mission in the State. Secretary (Agriculture),
Secretary (Irrigation), Secretary (Power) and
representatives from other Departments
concerned, State Agricultural Universities
(SAUs), ICAR Institutes, Lead banks, etc. will
be the members of the SFSMEC. A State
Mission Director will be appointed in the
scale of Director (from within the State
Government or outside). The constitution of
the State Food Security Mission Executive
Committee (SFSMEC) will be as follows:

(i)  Chief Secretary of Chairman
the State
(i)  Secretary (Agriculture) Member



(iii) Secretary (Irrigation) Member

(iv) Secretary (Power) Member

(v)  Vice Chancellor(s) Member
of SAUs

(vi) Director/Project Director Member
of ICAR Institutes

(vii) Representatives of Member
Lead banks

(viii) State Mission Director Member

Secretary

4.7  The State Governments will have to
nominate or create a suitable autonomous
agency registered under the Societies
Registration Act for implementing the Mission
at the State and district levels. The agency
thus nominated will implement the Mission's
programme in the State. Such an agency could
be the State Agricultural Management &
Extension Training Institute (SAMETI) at the
State Level and the Agricultural Technology
Management Agency (ATMA) at the district
level.

4.8 Separate accounts for the scheme
would be maintained by the State and the
District level Agencies as per the Account
code prescribed by the NFSMEC. The annual
accounts would be duly audited by a chartered
accountant every year.

4.9 The State Level Agency will have the
following responsibilities:

(i) Prepare perspective and State Action

Plan in consonance with the
Mission's goals and objectives and
in close coordination with SAUs

and ICAR Institutes.

(i) Organize / conduct baseline survey
and feasibility studies in the area of
operation (district, sub-district or a
group of districts) to determine the

status of crop production, its
potential and demand. Similar
studies would also be undertaken
for other components of the
programmes.

(iii)  Implementation of the Mission's
programmes in the State through
Farmers Societies, Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs), Growers'
associations, Self-Help Groups, State
institutions and other similar entities.

(iv)  Organize workshops, seminars and
training programmes for farmers and
other stakeholders at the State level
with the help of State Agricultural
Universities and ICAR Institutes in
the State.

(v)  Funds would be directly received
by it from the National Food Security
Mission to execute the approved
Action Plan for the State.

4C. District Level

4,10  Atthe district level, the scheme will be
implemented through the ATMA. The State
Level Agency will provide the required funds
to the District Level Agency for execution of
the programme at the district / block level.

4.11
Executive Committee

A District Food Security Mission
(DFSMEC)
formulation,

will be
constituted for project
implementation and monitoring of the scheme
components through the Agriculture
Department. The District Collector or Chief
Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad (as per
existing norms of the State Government) will

be the Chairman of the DFSMEC.

4.12
the line Departments concerned including
SAUs, Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), ATMA,
progressive farmers, self help groups of farmers

DFSMEC will have representatives from
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and reputed NGOs as its members. The Deputy
Director (Agriculture) / District Agriculture
Officer will be the Member Secretary of the
DFSMEC. The constitution of the DFSMEC
will be as follows:

(i) District Collector/CEO

of Zilla Parishad Chairman
(ii) Representatives from

line Departments Member
(iii) Nominated progressive

farmers Member
(iv) Representatives from self

help groups of farmers Member
(v) Representatives from

reputed NGOs Member
(vi) Representative of KVK /

SAU in the District Member
(vii) Project Director ATMA Member
(viii) Deputy Director

(Agriculture)/District Member

Agricultural Officer Secretary

4.13
additional officials/persons of importance as

Chairman, DFSMEC may nominate

felt necessary by him.

4D. Project Management Team

4,14 A Project Management Team (PMT)
will be constituted at the National level under
the leadership of Mission Director. Six
Consultants in identified fields of expertise
and eight Senior Technical Assistants would
be hired on contractual basis.

4.15 A PMT will also be constituted at the
State and the district level under the leadership
of a Project Manager drawn from the State
Government. At the State level, the Project
Manager will be of the level of a Director. At
the district level, the project manager will be

of the level of a Deputy Director (Agriculture)
or the District Agriculture Officer.

4.16  The PMTs will be assisted by technical
experts to be appointed on contractual basis
for technology transfer and implementation of
The PMTs will
responsibility to ensure collaboration among

the Mission. have the
various line departments in the Centre / State
/District to achieve the targets. The appointment
of technical manpower will be made on
contract basis with the terms of reference laid
down for the purpose by NFSMEC. The PMT
will provide the technical services/advice.
Honorarium to Project Management Team
members will be fixed as per the extant
financial norms. Essential and desirable
qualifications for the candidates to be
appointed for contractual services are given at

Annexure-|.

4.17
need based experts with the permission of the

National/state/district PMT can engage

General Council from fields like Publicity and
Communications, Financial Management,
Information Management etc. However, in no
case the number of Technical Consultants will
be less than four for the expertise in agriculture
as per the qualifications given in the
Annexure-l.

4.18 The pay of Senior Technical Assistants
will be regulated from time to time according

to Research Associates in ICAR/NAIP
Projects.
4.19 The Project Management Team will

have the following responsibilities:

(@ Guide the States/districts in
organizational and technical matters.

(b)  Help in the implementation and
monitoring of the various
interventions of the NFSM.

(c)  Assist the States/districts in capacity
building programmes and record



the data on crop yield through crop
cutting experiment samples.

(d)  Assist the district and state agencies
in concurrent evaluation based on
case studies in identified districts
and document and disseminate the
success stories.

(e)  Undertake publicity/information
campaign to promote the Mission
objectives.

4.20 ICAR institutes/ SAUs, their research
stations and  KVKs functioning in the district
will provide technical support in formulation
of projects, its implementation and monitoring.
The technical staff will be sourced from these
organizations for imparting training to the
farmers and extension personnel involved in
the implementation and monitoring of the
NFSM.

5. Role of Panchayati Raj
Institutions
5.1 Panchayati Raj Institutions will be

actively involved in following activities:

(i) Selection of beneficiary and
identification of priority areas for
the implementation of Mission
interventions; and

(i) Implementation of Local Initiatives
in the identified districts.

6. Area of Operation of Food
Security Mission

6.1 NFSM - Rice, NFSM - Wheat and
NFSM - Pulses will be implemented in 136,
141 and 171 identified districts of different
States, respectively. List of the identified
districts is given at Annexure-ll(a) to Il(c).

6.2 The GC, based on the latest available

data, is empowered to include or exclude the
districts for implementation of various
components of the Mission.

7. Mechanism of Fund Flow

7.1 Funds for implementing the Mission's
programme will be directly released to the
State Level Agency with the approval of the
NFSMEC. The State Level Agency would make
funds available to the District Level Agency in
accordance with approved programme of the
district.
installments based on the progress reports and

Funds would be released in

submission of utilization certificates.

7.2 The funds for the implementation of
the activities of the components will be released
by the State/District Level Agency to the nodal
departments which will procure the required
inputs for the district. The nodal departments
will submit the utilization certificate to the
State/District Level Agency which, will be
compiled and a consolidated utilization
certificate, duly authenticated by the DFSMEC
and SFSMEC will be submitted to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Govt. of India for further releases.

7.3 As far as possible 'electronic banking'
will be used for transfer of funds to the State
Level Agency and to the districts. The State
Level Agency will have to maintain a separate
budget and prescribed accounting system for
the Mission, both at the State and district level.

8. Monitoring

8.1 The National Food Security Mission
will have a strong mechanism of monitoring
and evaluation with the involvement of all the
and the
departments. At the district level, monitoring
will be undertaken by DFSMEC supported by
the Project Management Team.

implementing agencies line
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8.2 Close monitoring of physical and

financial targets of various program
interventions would be done by the monitoring
Format for these

teams. monitoring

interventions would be prescribed by NFSMEC.

8.3 The State Department of Economics
and Statistics will be involved in adopting the
prescribed format for data collection pertaining
to different parameters of the Mission for
monitoring to suit the local requirements.

8.4 At the State level, the activities of the
Mission will be monitored by a Committee to
be constituted under the Chairmanship of the
State Mission Director with members from the
line departments, SAUs, lead banks, ICAR
institutes and the national crop development
directorates nodal for the State.

8.5 At the National level, the activities of
the Mission will be monitored by a Committee
to be constituted under the Chairmanship of
the Mission Director with members from
Department of Agriculture & Cooperation,
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, SAUs,
Directorate of Rice, Wheat and Pulses
Development, research institutions concerned
and officials of State Departments concerned.

8.6 Directorate of Rice/Wheat/ Pulses
Development will be the convener of the
Committees for the identified states, i.e., the
Directorate of Wheat Development, Ghaziabad
for the northern States; the Directorate of Rice
Development, Patna for the Eastern States; and
the Directorate of Pulses Development, Bhopal
for the Central and the Southern States.

9. Reporting System

9.1 The State Department of Agriculture
will ensure submission of Quarterly Progress
Reports (QPR) which should reach by the
10th of every third month. Similarly, the

detailed Annual Progress Report (APR) should
be sent to the Department of Agriculture &
Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture within
three months after the end of the year. One
copy of the reports of NFSM-Rice should be
sent to the Directorate for Rice Development,
Patna, of NFSM-Wheat to the Directorate of
Wheat Development, Ghaziabad and of
NFSM-Pulses to the Directorate of Pulse
Development, Bhopal with a copy to the
National Mission Director. The formats for
reporting would be as prescribed by the
NFSMEC.

10. Evaluation

10.1
by the State Department of Economics &

A baseline survey will be conducted

Statistics to know the resource endowments of
the farmers and the level of productivity.

10.2  Concurrent Evaluation will be done
every year. The State Statistical Department
would be responsible for conducting this
evaluation to assess the performance of the

Mission commensurate with its objectives.

10.3
the NFSM, a mid-term evaluation at the

In the 3rd year of implementation of

National Level will be undertaken through an
independent agency/organization on its
performance and shortcomings so as to take
the remedial measures / make required changes
in the
implementation.

scheme and its method of

10.4 An Impact Evaluation Study at the
National Level will also be undertaken through
an independent agency after the third year of
implementation to assess the impact of the
scheme in increasing the productivity of rice,
wheat and pulses, crop diversification, and
enhancement of farmers' income.

10.5 Information communication

technology will be used for monitoring and



evaluation of the Mission. Specialized tool/
format/ software for the monitoring and
evaluation of the Mission's activities would be
developed.

11. Criteria for ldentification of
Areas and Beneficiaries

11.1  In accordance with the decision of the
Government of India regarding implementation
of Special Component Plan (SCP) for
Scheduled Castes and Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)
for Scheduled Tribes, 16% of the total
allocation for SCP and 8% for TSP will be

earmarked.

11.2 At least 33% allocation of the fund is
to be made for small, marginal and women
farmers. The allocation to SC/ST farmers will
be made proportionate to their population in
the district.

11.3  All the farmers are entitled to avail the
assistance for various components of the

Mission limited to 5 hectares in a season.

11.4  All India Soil and Land Use Survey
(AISLUS) will be the nodal agency for
identification of priority areas for the
application of micronutrients, gypsum and
lime.

11.5 Various interventions in the Mission
are location specific. The System of Rice
Intensification (SRI) will be adopted in the
districts which are considered suitable for
adoption of technology as decided by the
State Agriculture Department on the basis of
assured availability of water during various

stages of crop production.

11.6 A district level Seed Committee will
be constituted by the Chairman of DFSMEC
which will be tasked to verify the list of

beneficiaries for seeds, its indent and the

ultimate distribution to end users. In case the
subsidy on seed is administered at source , the
list of beneficiaries may be appproved post-

facto subject to random verification.

11.7  Zonal research stations of SAUs, KVKs,
ATMA, reputed NGOs and other line
departments will be involved in planning and
execution of demonstration, training of farmers
and their evaluation. The Project Management
Team at the district level will help in developing
synergy among various line departments to get
the desired output.

12. Procedure for Approval and
Implementation

12.1
Cooperation, Government of India would

The Department of Agriculture &

communicate the tentative annual outlay to
each State, which in turn will indicate
component-wise district-wise allocation. The
agencies at the district level will prepare the
annual action plan keeping in view their
priority and potential and submit the plan to
the State Level Agency. The States concerned
will be required to prepare a State Action Plan
based on the District Action Plans for the XI
Plan. States could engage the Project
Management Team or alternatively, outsource
to technical consultants for preparing the
Annual Action Plans and State Food Security
Mission Document. The State Level Agency
will get the State Action Plan vetted by the
State Food Security Mission Executive
Committee (SFSMEC) and furnish the same to
Ministry of Agriculture for consideration by
the NFSMEC.

12.2 SFSMEC is empowered to make inter-
componental changes based on the local
needs to the extent of 20 % of the total
allocation for NFSM-Rice, NFSM-Wheat and
NFSM-Pulses.
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13. Position of Ongoing Schemes

13.1  The Centrally Sponsored Scheme on
Integrated Cereal Development Programme
(ICDP Rice/wheat) will be discontinued in the
identified districts once the NFSM-Rice and
NFSM-Wheat become operational there.

13.2  The National Food Security Mission-
Pulses (NFSM-Pulses) will be implemented in
existing as well as in additional area of 171
identified districts in 14 States of the country.
The Pulse component of ISOPOM will cease
to operate in these 171 identified districts
except for the components which are not
covered under NFSM-Pulses.

14. Mission Interventions

Various interventions proposed under
the three components (Rice, wheat and Pulses)
of NFSM are as follows:

14.1 Demonstration

i. Demonstrations of improved
package of practices of rice and
wheat, System of Rice Intensification
(SRI) and hybrid rice will be
conducted at farmers' fields to create
awareness about the improved
practices (improved/hybrid seed,
fertilizer management and other

practices).

ii. One demonstration on 0.4 ha for
every 100 ha area of rice and 50 ha
area of wheat will be conducted
during the XI plan period. Number
of demonstrations each year will be
approximately 1/5th of the number
for the Xlth five year plan. Only one
demonstration will be allocated to
a farmer.

iii.  The demonstrations will be
conducted in a contiguous block by

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

dividing the fields in two blocks ,
one for improved practices and the
other for farmer's practices.

These demonstrations will be
collaboratively conducted by the
State Department of Agriculture,
SAUs, ICAR institutes and KVKs
and reputed NGOs.

Selection of beneficiary Farmers:
Only the farmers willing to cooperate
and contribute some of the resources
should be selected. Selection of
beneficiaries should be done in a
participatory manner by holding
meetings in the village by explaining
the objectives of the demonstrations
and role and responsibilities
including expectations from the

participating farmer.

Selection of Site: Demonstration
site should be easily accessible for
the farmers and the extension
workers. It should not be on an
isolated field. The selected site
should be the representative of Soil
type, prevailing soil fertility status of
the area.

Soil Analysis: As far as possible soil
fertility status of the selected field
should be known well in advance
for deciding the use of fertilizer and
soil ameliorants.

Identification of Technologies to be
demonstrated: This is very important
step in planning a demonstration.
The improved practices to be
demonstrated should be identified
in consultation with SAU through
their regional research stations/KVKs
located in the area. However, the
most critical input should be given



Xi.

top priority such as in case of acidic
soil, correction of soil acidity through
liming should be done while
conducting a demonstration on
improved package. The variety to be
included in the package should not
be older than five years.

Development of package of inputs
to be distributed: Once the
technologies to be demonstrated
are identified, a package should be
finalized as to what inputs are to be
provided for the conduct of these
demonstrations in the form of a
demonstration kit. Similarly the
contribution of inputs to be provided
by the beneficiary farmers (If
required) may also be decided

Distribution of demonstration kits
and training of participating
farmers: A training programme
should be organised to brief the
beneficiary farmers about the
procedure to be followed for
conducting demonstrations. Farmers
should be informed about the critical
operations for the demonstrations.
The demonstration kits may be
distributed to the farmers during
this training programme. The
should  be

extension

demonstrations
conducted by
functionaries of the state department
of agriculture under the supervision
of district consultants.

District Consultant assisted by
Technical Assistants of NFSM should
monitor the conduct of
demonstrations throughout the
cropping season and should report
the outcome in prescribed format to

the district level PMT.

Xii.

Xiii.

Xiv.

Display board: A display board
should be put on the demonstration
addition to
information, the display board

plot. In other

should contain information about
the critical input or farm operation
that is required to be demonstrated.

» Name of the Farmer

Name of Village

Name of Variety

Fertilizer applied
Micronutrient applied

Date of Sowing/Transplanting

Seed Rate and Spacing

YV V V V V VYV V

Any other critical input used

Field day: A field day is to be
organised during reproductive
phase of the crop preferably at
grain filling stage. The participation
of scientists from SAUs/KVKs
should be ensured and some
relevant extension literature should
also be made available to the
participating farmers.

Reporting of the Results: The results
of the demonstration should be
compiled at block, district and state
level. At state level the results of the
demonstrations should be compiled
in the form of a booklet.

14.1.1 Improved Package of Practices

Rice

Assistance of Rs.2,500/- per
demonstration will be provided for
meeting the expenditure on seeds,
fertilizers, plant protection
chemicals, herbicides and other

miscellaneous expenses.
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The item-wise expenditure on critical
inputs and other expenses per
demonstration are as follows:

1. | Cost of critical inputs
(seeds, fertilizers/manures,
PP chemicals and
herbicides)

1825/-

2. |Organizing Farmers day

200/-

3. | Distribution of publicity
material, placards, display
board, posters, pamphlets

125/-

3. | Distribution of publicity
material, placards, display
board, posters, pamphlets etc.

125/-

4. | Visit of scientists/officers of
GOI/PMTs/state officials etc.
excluding TA/DA of any
kind but for hiring taxi,
POL etc.

250/-

5. | Contingency, including
typing manuals/reports etc.

100/-

TOTAL

2000/-

14.1.2 System of Rice Intensification (SRI)

etc.

4. | Visit of scientists/officers
of GOI/DRR/PMTs/state
officials etc. excluding
TA/DA of any kind but for
hiring taxi, POL etc.

250/-

5. | Contingency, including
typing manuals/reports etc.

100/-

TOTAL

2500/-

SRI demonstration will be conducted
under upland conditions on the
fields of progressive farmers having
assured irrigation facility and
provision of drainage.

Assistance of Rs.3,000/-
demonstration of SRI

per
will be
provided to the implementing
agencies. The component wise

Wheat

2000/-
demonstration will be provided to

Assistance of Rs. per

meet the expenditure of seeds,
fertilizers, plant protection chemicals

and other miscellaneous expenses.

The
assistance are given as under:

item wise details of the

1. | Cost of critical inputs 1325/-
(seeds, fertilizers/manures,
PP chemicals)

2. | Organizing Farmers 200/-
day

details are given below :

1 Cost of critical inputs
(seeds, fertilizers/manures,
PP chemicals and herbicides)

2325

2 Organizing Farmers' day

200

3 Distribution of publicity
material, placards, display
board, posters, pamphlets etc.

125

4 Visit of scientists/officers of
GOI/PMTs/state officials etc.
excluding TA/DA of any kind
but for hiring taxi, POL etc.

250

5. | Contingencies/typing of
results/minutes etc.

100

Total

3000




14.1.3 Hybrid Rice Technology

(i) The demonstration on hybrid rice
will be conducted on farmers' field
having assured irrigation facility.

(i)  The assistance of Rs.3,000/- per
demonstration on hybrid rice will
be provided to the implementing
agencies. The component wise
details are given below:

1 Cost of critical inputs (seeds,| 2325
fertilizers/manures,
PP chemicals and herbicides)

2 Organizing Farmers' day 200

3 Distribution of publicity 125
material and display board

4 Visit of scientists/officers of 250
GOI/PMTs/state officials etc.
excluding TA/DA of any kind
but for hiring taxi, POL etc.

5. | Contingencies/typing of

results/minutes etc. 100
Total 3000
14.2 Seed

Seed is one of the most critical inputs
for enhancing the productivity of crops. The
mission provides financial assistance for
production of seed of hybrid rice as well as
breeder, foundation and certified seeds of
improved varieties of pulses. Similarly a
provision has been made for financial
assistance for distribution of seeds of Hybrid
rice, HYV/ improved varieties of rice, wheat
and pulses. In order to popularize recently
released and pre- released varieties of rice
and wheat, adequate allocation has been
made for distribution of seed minikits in rice
and wheat.

14.2.1 General Plan

The selection of beneficiaries for
distribution of seeds and seed
minikits will be done in consultation
with village Panchayats and the
zilla Parishads.

A Seeds Committee (SC) of NFSM
under the chairmanship of
the Agriculture Commissioner,
Government of India will decide the
programme for production and
distribution of seeds of Rice, Wheat
and Pulses and distribution of seed
minikits of rice and wheat in
consultation with the ICAR, SAUs and
States. The Committee will meet before
the commencement of each crop
season i.e. in February/March for Kharif
and in  August/September for Rabi/
Summer season programmes to:

(@) Review the requirements of
States; seed availability of
identified varieties.

(b) Review performance of the
previous seasons/years seed/
seed minikit distribution
programmes.

(c) Formulate seed production/
distribution/seed  minikit

programme for the season.

(d) Review availability and
production programmes of
breeder, foundation and
certified seeds of newly

released varieties and hybrids.

(e) Review the programmes of the
States for production of seeds
of the varieties/ hybrids found
most promising under minikit
programme for seed
distribution to farmers.
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iii.

(f)  Identify the agencies amongst
the State Seeds Corporations,
KVKs, NGOs, private sector,
cooperative and public sector
agencies having necessary
technological and infrastructure
base to widen the seed
production programmes.

The assistance for distribution of
Hybrids/HYVs seeds of rice, wheat
and Pulses will be given to NSC/
SFCI/SSCs/SAUs and other registered
private agencies authorised by the
state governments

The assistance for distribution of
Hybrid/ HYVs seeds of rice, wheat
and Pulses may be given at source
to the identified seed supplying
agencies in the districts. This will
include both public and private
sector agencies.

Plan for administration of seed
subsidy at source:

a. For administration of subsidy
at source the seed placement
plan of the public and private
agencies to be taken into
consideration. All the public
and private seed agencies
interested to sale their seed
through subsidized price in
the district need to inform in
advance to the Deputy Director
(Agriculture) about their seed
placement plan (variety wise
quantity of seed, price and the
place at which the seed is
available).

b. The District Collector with the
help of district seed committee
may hold a meeting of all the

Vi.

Vii.

seed agencies which have
shown interest in the selling the
seed at subsidized cost, and
decide their target for sale under
NFSM.

c.  The quantity of seeds to be sold
by a particular agency in the
district at subsidized price to be
decided on the basis of trends of
sale of agency for last three
years. The sale of the seed at
subsidized cost should not
exceed 33% of the total seed
requirement in a district from all
sources.

d. The seed agency will deduct
the amount of subsidy from
the cost of seed to arrive at the
sale price and these details
will be indicated on the label
printed on the packet of seed
along with the name of Mission
and all regular details as per
Seed Order.

e. The certification tag and lot
number of the seeds sold need
to be provided to the District
Seed Committee which will
invariably have a representative
of seed certification agency of
the State/ District as its member
for verification of quality of
the seed.

At the district level, the distribution
of seeds and seed minikits will be
monitored by DFSMEC with the
help of the Project Management
Team.

A monitoring team will be
constituted for supervision and for
effective  seed  production/

distribution comprising members



from the Department of Agriculture
of States, representative from
Ministry of Agriculture, SAUs and
ICAR Institutes. The consolidated
report will be submitted by the
Directors, Directorate of Rice/
Wheat/Pulses Development to the

Ministry of Agriculture.

14.2.2 Hybrid Rice Seed Production

i.

iii.

It has been targeted to cover 3
million ha area under hybrid rice by
the year 2011-12 for which 4.5 lakh
quintals hybrid seed will be
Hybrid
production is a very complex and

required. rice seed
risky task. The ultimate realization
per unit area in hybrid rice is very
low.

Assistance of Rs 1,000/- per quintal
of certified hybrid seeds produced
will be provided to seed producing
agencies including private seed
producing companies located in
both NFSM/ non NFSM districts for
the certified seeds to be used in the
NFSM-Rice districts.

The beneficiary for production
subsidy for the certified seeds
will be NSC/ SFCI/ SSCs/SAUs and
other registered private agencies
authorized by the  State

Governments.

The incentives for production will
be given to the seed producing
agencies on the net quantity of
hybrid seeds produced. No carry
over benefit will be given to the
seed producers.

A minimum target as envisaged by
SC from time to time will be fixed

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

for the production of hybrid rice
seed. The seed producing agencies
will have to produce the prescribed
minimum quantity of the hybrid
rice seed to avail of the assistance.

The funds for subsidy on production
of hybrid rice seeds will be released
to the State Level Agency, which in
turn will release it to the seed
producing agencies after the
approval of the State Food Security
Mission Executive Committee
(SFSMECQ).

Hybrid Rice Seed producing
agencies will place the indent with
the concerned SAUSs/ICAR institute
to get A Line, B Line and Restorer
(R) Line under intimation to Seed
Division of DAC to produce
sufficient quantity as per the target
of hybrid seed production.

The hybrid rice seed producing
agencies will submit progress
reports in the prescribed format to
the SFSMEC, which will forward
them to the Directorate of Rice
Development after verification in
the month of June/July. A final
progress report will be submitted
latest by January.

The
Development, Government of India,

Directorate  of  Rice
Patna will submit these progress
reports as well as the assessment
reports to the Government of India.

14.2.3 Distribution of hybrid rice seed

(i)

The seed producing agencies (NSC/
SFCI/ SSCs/ SAUs/ private seed
producing agencies) authorized by
the States will distribute hybrid rice
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(i)

(iii)

seeds to the identified districts of
the State.

Assistance to the extent of 50% of
the cost of the hybrid rice seeds,
limited to Rs.2,000/- per quintal,
will be made available to farmers at
subsidized prices. No assistance will
be provided for varieties already de-
notified/phased out.

The seed distributing agencies will
submit their subsidy claim under
this component to the State Level
Agency.